6o2                                DEFINITIONS
many other meanings, Whereas that interpretation of the
Cross is symbolic which puts it above all imaginable
explanations, regarding it as an expression of an unknown
and as yet incomprehensible fact of a mystical or trans*
cendent, i.e. psychological character, which simply finds its
most striking and appropriate representation in the Cross,
In so far as a symbol is a living thing, it is the
expression of a thing not to be characterized in any other
or better way. The symbol is alive only in so far as it is
pregnant with meaning. But, if its meaning is born out
of it, i.e. if that expression should be found which formu-
lates the sought, expected, or divined thing still better
than the hitherto accepted symbol, then the symbol is
dead, i.e. it possesses only a historical significance. We
may still go on speaking of it as a symbol, under the
tacit assumption that we are speaking of it as it was before
its better expression had been born from it The way in,
which St Paul and the early mystical speculators handle
the symbol of the Cross shows that for them it was a
living symbol which represented the inexpressible in an
unsurpassable way.
For every esoteric explanation the symbol is dead,
since through esoterisrn it has been brought to a better
expression (at least ostensibly), whereupon it merely
serves as a conventional sign for associations which are
more completely and better known elsewhere, Only for
the exoteric standpoint is the symbol always living, An
expression that stands for a known thing always remains
merely a sign and is never a symbol It is, therefore,
quite impossible to make a living symbol, i.& one that is
pregnant with meaning, from known associations. For
what is thus manufactured never contains more than was
put into it. Every psychic product, in so far as it is the
best possible expression at the moment for a fact as yet
unknown or only relatively known, may be regarded as